
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 27, 2020 
 
 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer    The Honorable Nita Lowey  
Senate Minority Leader      Chairwoman 
322 Hart Senate Office Building     House Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510     2365 Rayburn HOB 
        Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senator Schumer and Congresswoman Lowey: 
 

The Associated General Contractors of New York State (AGC NYS) is the leading statewide 
construction association representing more than 600 members throughout New York State.  Over 250 of 
those Members are general contractors and construction managers constructing public and private 
commercial, industrial, institutional, multi-family residential and transportation-related construction, 
including a  significant portion of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) capital program.     
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a dramatic drop in the ridership of the MTA which has 
jeopardized the fiscal stability of operations and the capital program.  This will cost the MTA an 
estimated $7.0 to $8.5 billion in reduced fares, tolls, and tax revenues. Based on the current ridership 
and reasonable forecasts of a slow return to higher (but not pre-COVID-19) levels in 2020, the MTA 
expects to see losses in fare and toll revenues of $4.7 to $5.9 billion this year, and sizable losses of $1.6 
to $1.8 billion in state and local taxes dedicated to the MTA in 2020 as a result of the extraordinary 
economic downturn facing the region and nation.  
  

In this time of crisis, the New York State Congressional Delegation has demonstrated 
exceptional leadership and hard work in securing nearly $4 billion in federal transit aid for the MTA  
and $25 billion for public transportation agencies across the country in the CARES Act.  However, as 
New York slowly recovers from the pandemic and reopens the economy, the MTA will require 
additional federal aid for the operating and capital needs of this vital transportation system.  
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The MTA is a critical component of the greater New York City Region’s—and, indeed, the 

whole of the State’s—economy.  AGC NYS requests that the next COVID-19 stimulus legislation 
includes an additional $3.9 billion to stem the immediate financial hemorrhaging in the MTA’s 2020 
operating budget. This is the midpoint of the projected range of the MTA operating deficit attributable 
directly to the COVID crisis, after subtracting the $3.8 billion slated to be delivered by the CARES Act.  
In addition to operating aid, Congress should include stimulus funding in the form of capital investments 
in transit projects. New transit construction is one of the most effective ways to jumpstart the labor 
market in the short term, and promote steady economic growth in the long term.  Without stimulus 
funding, some of the most critical projects of the MTA’s Capital Plan are at risk, including new signals, 
ADA accessibility, new buses and train cars, and new service expansion projects that will bring rail 
service to underserved communities. 
 

Thank you for your continued leadership and hard work to help secure federal transit aid for the 
MTA. AGC NYS is committed to working with the New York State Congressional Delegation to fight 
for our fair share of critical federal resources to keep the MTA trains, buses, bridges, and tunnels 
operating, and funding for critical infrastructure projects.   

 
     Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
     Michael J. Elmendorf II 
     President & CEO 
     Associated General Contractors of New York State 

 
CC: Members of the New York Congressional Delegation 

 
 

 


