
     

     

    

      
 
December 7, 2020 
 
The Honorable Andrew Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
State Capitol 
Albany, New York  12224 
 
RE:  Keep Construction Essential 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
First, we would like to commend you for your strong leadership throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic and for the tireless efforts of you and your team. 
 
From the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, your Executive Orders deemed most construction as 
an “essential” industry.  The most current guidance broadly deems construction as “essential.”  
The co-signers of this letter, already possessing significant experience applying rigorous work 
zone safety protocols and utilizing personal protective equipment, developed and honed a 
comprehensive plan of best practices to mitigate health risks for construction workers.  The 
construction industry, informed by that experience and driven by our abiding commitment to 
safety, was exceptionally well prepared to keep critical infrastructure and construction projects 
moving forward during the pandemic. 
 
Keeping the men and women of the construction industry mobilized throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic has proven necessary to meeting the needs of our communities and economy. 
Construction workers have built, maintained, and repaired critical infrastructure, roads, bridges, 
health facilities, and schools, among other projects. Moreover, they have responded to immediate 
recovery needs before and after hurricanes, snowstorms, and other natural disasters. 
 



Not only has the construction industry built to meet the demands of the pandemic, but it has also 
maintained a careful eye toward the safety of its workforce. The industry closely monitors and 
provides guidance on all recommended health and safety job site precautions for construction 
workers so that proper measures are deployed to ensure a safe work environment for those on the 
job. The industry’s efforts have enabled it to largely avoid the kind of workplace coronavirus 
spreads that hobbled many other sectors of the economy. 
 
As COVID-19 cases continue to spike throughout New York State and the nation, the construction 
industry has worked in a safe and essential manner.  We strongly urge you to keep construction as 
an essential business so that we can keep this critical sector of the economy working—and help 
realize your vision to “Build Back Better.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jay J. Simson. President & CEO 
American Council of Engineering 
Companies (NY) 
 
 
 
Michael J. Elmendorf II, President & CEO 
Associated General Contractors of New 
York State 
 

John O’Hare 
 
John O’Hare, Managing Director 
Building Contractors Association 
 
 
 
F. Matthew Pepe, Executive Director 
Building Contractors Association of 
Westchester and Mid-Hudson Region 
 
 
 
Aaron Hilger, President 
Builders Exchange of Rochester 
 
 
Earl R. Hall, CEO 
Building Industry Employers of NYS 

 
 
 
Heather Briccetti, President & CEO 
The Business Council of NYS 
 
 
 
Joseph Benedict, Executive Director 
Construction Exchange of Buffalo & WNY 
 
 
 
John T Cooney Jr, Executive Director 
Construction Industry Council of 
Westchester and Hudson Valley Inc. 
 
 
 
James Logan, Executive Vice President 
Construction Industry Employers 
Association 
 
 
 
Todd Helfrich, President and CEO 
Eastern Contractors Association 
 
 
 
Marc Herbst, Executive Director 
Long Island Contractors’ Association 
 
 



 
Lindsey Mill, President 
National Electrical Contractors Association 
 
 
 
Jay F. Mangione, Executive Director 
NYS Association of Electrical Contractors 
 

 
 
Kenneth Thomas, Co-Managing Director 
Minority & Women Contractors & 
  Developers Association 
 
 
 
Michael Misenhimer, Executive Director 
Northeastern Subcontractors Association 
 
 

 
 
 
Rita Ferris, President 
Northeastern Retail Lumber Association 
 
 
 
Aaron Hilger, Executive Director 
SMACNA NYS 
 
 
 
Earl R. Hall, Executive Director 
Syracuse Builders Exchange 
 
 
 
Joseph Leone, Executive Director 
UNiCON Rochester 
 
 

Alan Seidman 
Executive Director 
Construction Contractors Association of the Hudson Valley, Inc. 
Fabricators, Erectors & Reinforcing Contractors Association of Hudson Valley, Inc. 
SMACNA of Southeastern New York 
 


