
ALERT:  Governor Cuomo Offers New Details on How and When NY Will “Un-Pause” 
 
At a briefing today in Rochester, Gov. Andrew Cuomo offered new details on how and when New 
York will begin to “un-pause” and allow currently non-essential businesses and activities to 
resume after May 15. 
 
As has been previously discussed and reported, the Governor plans a regional, phased approach 
to re-opening, driven by a number of metrics based on CDC guidelines.  These include: 
 

• A 14-day decline in hospitalizations and hospital deaths (or fewer than 15 new 
hospitalizations and five deaths in a three-day average). 

• New hospitalizations remain under two per 100,000 residents on a three-day average. 
• Hospitals maintain no more than 70 percent available bed capacity, including intensive 

care units. 
• 30 per 1,000 residents are tested for COVID-19 monthly. 
• At least 30 "contact tracers" per 100,000 residents. 
• Hospitals in each region must have a 90-day stockpile of personal protective equipment. 

 
The Governor offered the following slide during his briefing, which makes clear that presently no 
region of the state meets all the standards necessary to re-open: 
 

 
 
Based on this, as previously suggested, it seems that the North Country, Finger Lakes, Central 
New York, Mohawk Valley and Southern Tier would be among the first to re-open when they are 
able to satisfy the remaining criteria.   
 
Once a region meets all the requirements to “un-pause,”  it would be done in phases that would 
include different sectors as follows: 
 



• Phase 1: Construction; manufacturing and wholesale supply chain; select retail with 
curbside pickup 

• Phase 2: Professional services; finance and insurance; retail; administrative support; real 
estate, rental leasing 

• Phase 3: Restaurants, food services; hotels, accommodations 
• Phase 4: Arts, entertainment, recreation, education 

 
According to the Governor, businesses and sectors would be required to “reimagine” their 
operations to comply with new safety standards: 
 

 
 
AGC NYS has developed its own “reopening plan” for construction which you can view here. 
 
We will continue to track this evolving situation closely and will report to our membership as 
soon as additional details become available. 

https://www.agcnys.org/wp-content/uploads/AGC-NYS-NY-Forward-Plan-042720.pdf

